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Essential Course Information

CONTENT AREA
Course: Social Studies
Grade(s): 4th Grade

> Course revision
> Curriculum aligned to Essential
Elements
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This course is designed to allow 4th grade students to investigate the evolution of New Jersey and America by developing
investigative skills when learning about the geography and landscape of New Jersey. Further, students will analyze New
Jersey’s growth from it’s exploration and settlement to the creation of the nation after the American Revolution through
the Civil War and finally the expansion and growth of America and New Jersey during the Industrial Revolution. Students

will discuss how these events shape and impact modern day New Jersey and America.
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Course Overview
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. Estimated .
Unit . Overview
Class Time
In this unit, students will learn how to think like geographers, economists, and
1 . . , :
Geography and the 8 weeks | demographers as they explorer the diversity of New Jersey’s four regions and the
Regions of New Sept-Oct [ impact humans have on the environment.
Jersey
In this unit, students will use their base knowledge that rules are designed to create
2 order and manage conflict. They will use this knowledge to analyze the
Goj:;gge;‘;ﬂh’iew gov\i_egle(i development of the United States and New Jersey’s governmental systems. Finally,
Nation they will understand how to participate as active and informed civil citizens in a
democratic societu.
In this unit, students will analyze how multiple perspectives of cultures might lead to
z greater cooperation and peaceful coexistence. This unit provides the students a
Explorogon ond 7 weeks | detailed view of Lenape life and the influence their culture had on the history of NJ.
Settlernent of New Dec-Jan | The learning will then focus on the earliest settlers and European settlements which
Jersey will lead into discussions of how and why conflict at times develops between
cultures.
4 In this unit, the students will comprehend that the American Revolution lead to the
American Revolution S ks creation of the United States. They will evaluate the political roots that the United
in New Jersey Feb-March States was founded upon by analyzing the Declaration of Independence, the
Constitution, and the Bill of Rights. Finally, the students will understand the
importance of government adapting to the needs of its citizens.
In this unit, the students will understand how transportation, industry, and inventions
5 have changed the economy of New Jersey. They will also understand the manner in
Industry and 6 weeks | which innovation, communication, technology, social media, and transportation
UEnffe”dogthszd April-May | impacts economic development and change. Finally, students will use their learning
New Jersey to apply concepts and systems of economics to participate productively in a global
community.
In this unit, the students will understand the different cultures of immigrants living in
New Jersey. They will also learn the process of becoming a US citizen. This learning
6 6 weeks will leave them having greater empathy and perspective on different points of
Imrzir?qr:rtiicc;n to May-June views, cultures, and traditions. In the long term, the students will comprehend that

recurring patterns in history can inform judgement about current events and other
issues.



https://drive.google.com/file/d/19PfgyQgc-3EP_64UKghGLBNp-eATvwc5/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-Qbo8NkD2pPVrWifSEtZb-C6_bDgi6Oc/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dnn7lx8lgZ1KFn3h9ovQvtX9Ao-f9eZO/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jPUDCpjgmH0E0ERWbcIQnVuuGiXzx_F-/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1En6w1eoXR9HfiXPsZ3tcK3jU0DMhZSL5/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oXTCFX-pt3UrxtByz4M0a8i8lf2ZXoXM/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qGykLfM_yKEzx04sCoU8mrMgBQ2wnOQF/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=112910442309787050879&rtpof=true&sd=true

Content Continuum
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@ Grade 3 Social Studies
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@ Grade 4 Social Studies-New Jersey History <:
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@ Grade 5 Social Studies-Early American History
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INSTRUCTIONAL / SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIALS /

1. Textbook: Savvas My World!

2. Supplemental readings and online
resources to enhance understanding
of course content and skills:

The NJ Historical Commission

The NJ Amistad Commission

Learning for Justice

Stanford History Education Group
The Asian American Education Project

3. All existing resources will be
evaluated for alignment to new
curriculum.

KEY FEATURES OF REVISION
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Standards reflect the current New
Jersey Social Studies standards.
Incorporation of additional diverse
viewpoints and materials.
Condensed units from seven units
to six units.

PBAs are revised and edited.

Differentiation strategies will be included. }
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