Ms. Horwitz’s Grade 8 Social Studies

Welcome back to school.  I look forward to getting to know each and every one of you as we explore Ancient Civilizations together.  It is my responsibility, as your teacher, to provide a classroom environment that is conducive to teaching and to learning the required curriculum for W.O. 8th grade social studies.  Although I am a firm believer in the rights of students, I also believe that with rights come certain responsibilities.  

To ensure that everyone has an opportunity to achieve success in this class, certain policies and procedures must be followed by all students.  Please read the following to learn about the rules and guidelines for this class.  Those of you have access to the Internet at home please go to my Webpage and click on the link to find the “Class Rules” from your home computer.  I need your parents to read through the packet and sign a “signature page” that they have read it.  Those of you who do not have access via the computer will be able to sign out a copy to take home with you. Your parents/guardians can read the hard copy and then sign the signature page.

DIRECTIONS:
1. Read each page of this packet of information carefully and completely.  

2. After you and your parent/guardian read the entire packet, I would like you to sign the signature page.   By signing the “signature page” you will be: 

a. Letting me know that you have read the entire packet and understand the rules and guidelines for my class.

b.  Letting me know that you will try your best to follow the rules and guidelines of my class.

c. Letting me know that you understand that as your teacher, I maintain the right to AMEND (change) our classroom rules and guideline at any time.

******* (If you have any questions while reading through this packet, write your questions down on a separate piece of paper.  Do not sign the signature page if:

a. You do not understand any of this information.

b. If you do not intend to try your best to follow the rules, policies, and procedures as outlined. 

3.  When all has been read and signed please complete the “Scavenger Hunt” worksheet.  It will count as a homework assignment and will be work 10 points.

*****This is a contract between you and me.  If you sign the signature page you are stating that you understand what is expected of you in my class and that you will do your best to meet my requirements and your responsibilities.

**********If you do not understand the information in this packet or refuse to sign this contract thereby, agreeing to commit yourself to following the rules and guidelines within this packet, we will need to meet to discuss how we can resolve the situation immediately.

CLASS RULES

RULES and GUIDELINES:

1. RESPECT:  Perhaps my most important class room policy is that all students act respectful to each other and to me.  There is so much that we can learn from each other if we accept and embrace each other’s differences.  I hope that our classroom reflects the world around us.  The more religions, races, genders, ethnic backgrounds, and individual personalities represented, the better opportunity for us to learn from each other.  
· There will be no teasing or bullying of any kind.  No one at any time will make fun of or intimidate another student in my class!  Students will not belittle each other by name-calling, saying “shut up” to each other, or laughing at a student who is trying to be a valuable asset to our class.
· Students will listen to the opinions, ideas, suggestions, and other forms of expression offered by their classmates.  

2. ALL WEST ORANGE PUBLIC SCHOOL RULES AND LIBERTY 

        MIDDLE SCHOOL RULES WILL BE FOLLOWED!  For example:

a. Chewing gum, eating, or drinking in my class is not permitted.   

b. You must follow the dress code.

c. Foul language will not be tolerated.  

d. Keep your hands on your own bodies!!! (No hitting, poking, kicking, etc. ---not even just to fool around.  Someone could get injured unintentionally.)

3. TALKING:  There will be many times when talking in class will contribute to what we are learning.  Sharing personal stories and experiences may be very valuable.  I welcome your oral participation at the right times.  Please know that carrying on personal conversations with class friends will create a disturbance and is not recognized as appropriate classroom behavior.

4. BE ON TIME:  I expect students to be on time for my class.  If for any reason you were held after the bell rings by another teacher, I expect that you will have a “LATE PASS” with you from that teacher.  

5. NO ONE IS ALLOWED BEHIND MY DESK OR IN THE CLOSETS WITHOUT MY PERMISSION.  If you want to borrow something of mine, please ask first.  I am a very good sharer!
6. WHAT TO BRING TO CLASS:  Every student must have a Social Studies 3 ring Binder (see Notebook requirement section) with plenty of loose-leaf paper and pens and pencils.  NO STUDENT WILL BE PERMITTED TO LEAVE MY CLASS TO GO TO THEIR LOCKER TO GET THESE ITEMS.  You must BE PREPARED with any assignments, notes, etc. so that you can participate each and every day.

7. HOW TO PREPARE FOR CLASS:  Upon taking your assigned seat, you should take out your social studies binder, assignment pagenda, and a pen. Be ready to show me any homework assignment that is due.  Look at the board to see if you have a homework assignment due the following day or later in the week.  Copy down any assignment in your agenda book.  When finished, begin working on your “DO NOW” if there is one on the board.  

8. WHAT TO DO WITH FREE TIME:  If you complete a class assignment before class is over and before the rest of the class, you may begin homework for my class or for another class.  You may sit quietly.  You may read.  (I have plenty of magazines to share with you.) You cannot socialize because that would disturb others from completing their work.  Use free time wisely.
9. COME TO CLASS WITH A GOOD ATTITUDE:  Try your best to pay attention, participate, and complete assigned work.

a. Follow all class and school rules.
b. Avoid to the best of your ability any personal habits that may annoy others.

c. Please participate in class discussions and answer questions by raising your hand and waiting to be called upon.  If everyone answers at once, no one will hear any one!

10.   LEAVING THE CLASSROOM:  It is my responsibility to know where you are when you should be in my class.  No one leaves the room without permission and signing out and in.  

a. Bathroom:  If you have to go to the bathroom:  Get my permission, sign out, take the PASS with you, return a.s.a.p., sign back in, take your seat quickly and quietly. Please don’t abuse the privilege!
b. Drinks:  Use the water fountain before class begins.  You will be allowed to leave my class to get a drink only if absolutely necessary (coughing, choking, hiccups etc. or if it is really hot and I think a drink is necessary for anyone who wants one.  Unless you have special permission to drink in class, you may not bring water, Gatorade, etc. with you to class.

c. Nurse:  If you do not feel well and want to go to the nurse you need to get my permission and a nurse’s pass.  If you are having an emergency do whatever it takes to get my attention immediately!   If you return to class, you will need to give me a note from the nurse that you were there.  

11.  In case of a fire drill or a lock-down:  All school procedures will 

  be followed exactly---- without exception!!!! –No talking,   

  running, or fooling around!  Stay with your social studies class!

12.  In the event that I am absent, I expect you to treat the substitute 

       teacher with the proper respect.  All class rules and school rules will be followed 
       as usual.  There will be consequences for anyone who gives the substitute a 

       difficult time.

NOTEBOOK REQUIREMENTS

It is my belief that keeping a well organized, complete notebook will help you succeed in my class.  If you do this, at the end of each unit you will have everything you need to study for a quiz or test.  When we move to another unit, you will have papers from previous grading periods in your new notebook that are still relevant and helpful. These will be kept in the “save it” section of your notebook.  At the end of the year, you will have all previous notebooks from which to study for your final exam. Therefore, you are required to keep a  social studies notebook.  Notebooks will be graded each marking period.  Keeping an organized and complete notebook is a great and easy way to earn an “A” if you are interested in getting good grades.  Following is a list of the notebook requirements.

YOU NEED:
1. A separate 1 ½ inch, 3 ring notebook or a separate section in a larger 3 ring binder.
2. Each binder  (or social studies section of a several subject binder must include:

a. Plenty of loose-leaf paper.  

b. An agenda book! (It can be separate as long as you bring it to class.)

c. Something with which to write.

3. You may want to have the following as well:

a.  Eraser, reinforcements, hole punch, small stapler, highlighters etc.
HOW TO SET UP YOUR NOTEBOOK:  I will go over this with you in class and you will be able to use my personal notebook to help guide you for the 1st marking period.

1. A well-organized, complete notebook will include:

a. Every paper that I hand out in class.

b. Every homework assignment

c. Every “DO NOW”

d. Every In-Class Assignment

e. All In-Class Notes

f. Every handed back Test or Quiz

g. Any papers from a previous notebook check that I ask you to keep.

h. A  “save it” section in your notebook.  This section is for all papers 

that will need to be saved and transferred to future notebooks.

****Simply put you need to keep everything we do in chronological order.

2. Every paper will have your Name, Date, and Class Period on it in the upper right hand corner.  I need to know who to give an At!
3. It is your responsibility to see me if you are absent and need assignments or papers that belong in your notebook.

4. Every paper will be placed in your notebook in “CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER”.  (In order of how we did the assignment).  

5. In addition, your notebook should be kept neat and clean.  Your printing or penmanship on written work should be legible (which means neat and large enough for these “old” eyes to read it.)

NOTEBOOK CHECKS:

1. Students will have access to my personal classroom notebook to compare with their own before school, after school, or during Advisory Period.  I will announce that notebook checks are coming at least 2 weeks before I collect notebooks for grading.  My notebook will be available for comparison up to 1 week before grading for marking period one.  I will also give a notebook checklist before collecting notebooks for grading.

2. Periodically throughout the grading period, I will announce after school notebook organization sessions.  You are all welcome to attend!!!!!

3. I may give an “open notebook” quiz periodically.  It pays to keep up with all work and keep an organized notebook.

GRADING NOTEBOOKS:

Each grading period I expect you to be better at keeping a complete and organized notebook.   It is not hard.   Follow all the above notebook requirements and you will surely earn a great notebook check grade.

1. The first marking period, notebooks will be worth 25 points.

2. The second marking period, notebooks will be worth 50 points.

3. The third marking period, notebooks will be worth 50 points.

4. There will not be a fourth marking period notebook check, however, there will be a research paper “packet/folder” check..

ASSIGNMENTS

It is very important for you to do all In-Class, Homework, and Project Assignments.  I never give work just for the sake of keeping you busy. There is a good reason for each and every assignment.  Assignments will either prepare you for an upcoming lesson, reinforce a lesson recently taught, assess your knowledge of a lesson already taught, or give you an opportunity to think critically about information learned etc.  It is, therefore, very important that you do all assignments.  Following are some:

Rules and Guidelines for Doing Assignments

1. All assignments must be turned in on time.  No one will be permitted to go to his/her locker to get an assignment.  In order for it to be considered “on time” it must be turned in or shown to me when I collect it or ask to see it.  (Extensions and exceptions will be made on an individual basis but it is your responsibility to come to me to discuss these special circumstances.)

a. Only assignments turned in on time will be given complete credit if graded. (Unless otherwise stipulated).

b. Assignments handed in late will receive only partial credit. Those not turned in at all will receive a “0”.

c. You have 2 days to turn in a late assignment.  After that it will be a permanent “0” in my record book.  (Of course—once again, there will be extensions given on an individual basis especially for assignments late due to absences).
2. If you are unprepared to turn in a given assignment, you may be asked to fill out an “UNPREPARED FOR SOCIAL STUDIES” form asking you for an explanation as to why you were unable to complete the assignment.  I keep these to show parents/guardians who want to know why their “student” is not earning good grades.

3. If you are ABSENT, it is your responsibility to see me or call a classmate to get the assignment and hand it in to me.  You will have 2 make-up days per each day of absence to turn in your assignment.  (Make sure you write on the top of the assignment that it is late due to absence.).  I may not remember to ask you for it.  It is your responsibility to make sure that you hand it in to me.  If due to an absence, you miss a test or quiz you must come to me immediately upon your return to schedule a make up test or quiz!

4. All Final Drafts of Essay Assignments must be completed in blue or black ink or maybe typed unless otherwise indicated.  They need to be legible.  (This means large enough to read and neat).

TYPES OF ASSIGNMENTS

 In order to make this class not only educational but fun as well, I have prepared several different types of assignments.  Some will be long-term projects that may be done individually or with classmates.  Others will involve debates, interviewing family members and friends, or researching on the internet. We will be viewing TV programs and Videos.   Writing articles for a historical newspaper, writing eyewitness accounts of an historical event, putting on a class-written skit, or “rapping”a song are just a few of the types of activities in which we will engage ourselves while learning.  Many of these assignments will be graded, others will be checked.  To earn points for assignments:

1. All assignments must be completed according to the directions.

2. All assignments must have your name, date, and period number on them in the top right hand corner.  You will not get complete credit if papers to not contain this information in the appropriate place!

HOW TO DO AN ASSIGNMENT-- TIPS:
1. You will be given assignments several times per week.  I will try not to give homework on the weekend, however, that is not always possible.  It will help if each of you does his/her part in letting me complete my week’s lessons.  That way I will not fall behind and have to give weekend work to stay of schedule.  (No unnecessary class interruptions for discipline or wasting time spent getting ready to begin class etc. will keep us on track).

2. Read the Directions Completely before beginning any assignment.  If you do not understand the directions, it is your responsibility to ask me or one of your classmates.  

3. Follow the directions carefully.  I do not want to hear that you did not know you had to type the assignment using double spaces, for example, if it is written clearly in the directions that you should do so.

4. Read the pages assigned in a “Read and Answer Questions” assignment 1st.  Take notes on what you are reading.  (We will learn how to take good notes).  If you want to glance over the questions first so you know on what to focus your attention while reading you may do so---- BUT do not attempt to answer questions until all the reading has been complete.  (If you read a question and then try and find the answer without reading the entire assignment first you will not learn the information in proper context and may miss important information.)

5. You should be spending 20-30 minutes at least on every social studies assignment.  If you do this nightly you will not have to “cram” for a test or quiz. 

GRADES  

I will help each and every one of you work to the best of your ability.  For some of you that may be earning straight “A s”-- for others it may be earning “C”s.  (No one who tries their best should earn anything less than a “C” in my class.)  I have many different types of assignments, projects, group activities, quizzes, and tests that hopefully will bring out the best talents, skills, and abilities in each of you.  If you are not the best “written test taker” for example, you may shine in a project that requires verbal responses or creativity.   Even my tests and quizzes include several different types of questions, giving each student a chance to succeed.  I want each grade as well as your final grade to reflect whether or not you have learned the information required in the curriculum and set forth in each of my lesson objectives.  There are many ways, however, for me to assess whether or not this has been achieved.

GRADES:

1. Every assignment, project, test, quiz etc. will be worth a certain number of points.  

a. A major test may be worth 100 points, a quiz only 60 points.  Long term projects may be worth more than a one day homework assignment etc.

b. Notebooks too will be given a certain number of possible points.  (See the notebook requirement section of this packet).

2. Some homework or in-class assignments will be graded and given point value.

a. In order to earn all possible points the assignment must be complete and correct.

b. In order to earn the most possible points the assignment must be on time.

c. In order to earn the most possible points the assignment must have your name, date and period # on it.

3. There will also be un-graded homework and un-graded in class assignments.  These will be assignments I check without giving a specific grade.  These assignments are worth a total of 5 or 10 points.  If these are late they will be worth only ½ the designated points.  If not turned in at all within the 7 day allotted time, you will receive a “0” for these assignments.  Doing each and every assignment-even the ungraded ones could give you close to a hundred or more points at the end of each grading period to be averaged in with test, quiz and project grades.  IT PAYS TO DO YOUR WORK!!!!!

a. It is your responsibility to do all assignments even if they are too late to be given any grade or credit.  If you do not have all the assignments in your notebook at time of notebook collection for grading, your notebook will not be considered “complete” and you will not earn the best possible notebook grade.

I will give you a “Grade Record” worksheet for you to use this marking period.  If you keep it current, you will always know you are doing “grade-wise” in social studies.

IN CONCLUSION

*****Try to be a productive, valuable member of our class.  Do as little as possible  

                  to distract or disturb others from doing their work.

****I am committed to helping you learn the 8th grade social studies curriculum in the best possible environment.  We will do a variety of projects and activities, view movies and videos, and have many great discussions.  Social studies can be interesting and relevant to your lives in many ways.  And the skills you learn in my class will help you throughout your education years and in life!

Let’s have a lot of fun and a great, productive year!!!!!!!!!!!!
