WEST ORANGE PUBLIC SCHOOLS
27-41 Standish Avenue
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Director of Transportation Elena M. McFarland
May 11, 2021

Dear Parent/Guardian:

In order to comply with the approved 21-22 Budget for the school district, the transportation services
categorized as courtesy and/or hazardous have been removed for the 2021-2022 school year for Grades 6-12.
This notice provides clarity concerning the removal of courtesy/hazardous transportation by the West Orange
Board of Education for budgetary reasons.

Courtesy/hazardous transportation is not a requirement under NJAC 6A and the district does not receive
funding from the State of NJ for this transportation. The statute reads as follows:

6A:27-1.4 Students who shall be transported

(@) Transportation shall be provided to public school students who reside remote from their assigned
school of attendance, non-public school students who reside remote from their school of attendance and
meet the eligibility criteria of NJAC 6A:27-2.2, and special education students who reside remote from
their assigned school or who require transportation services in accordance with their IEP.

1. The words “remote from the school of attendance” shall mean beyond 2.5 miles for high
school students in grades 9 through 12, and beyond 2 miles for elementary school students in
grades preschool through 8.

2. For the purpose of determining eligibility for the student transportation, measurement shall
be made by the shortest route along public roads or public walkways.

The West Orange Public Schools has been offering a service above and beyond the state requirements. Funds
from the State of NJ have not been and cannot be applied to this transportation cost. Transportation for general
education students consumes approximately 4% of the West Orange Public Schools’ budget. To ensure our
students continue to receive uninterrupted educational services, the decision was made to balance our budget by
eliminating the courtesy/hazardous transportation services for students in Grades 6-12 within the district. Due to
the wording of the statute, there is no process for an appeal.

Thank you.

Sincerely,
E. MeFrrloand

Elena McFarland
Director of Transportation



WEST ORANGE PUBLIC SCHOOLS
27-41 Standish Avenue

West Orange, New Jersey 07052
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Director of Transportation Elena M. McFarland

11 de mayo de 2021
Estimado Padre / Tutor:

Para cumplir con el presupuesto 21-22 aprobado para el distrito escolar, los servicios de transporte
categorizados como cortesia y / o peligrosos se han eliminado para el afio escolar 2021-2022 para los grados 6-
12. Este aviso proporciona claridad sobre la eliminacion del transporte de cortesia / peligroso por parte de la
Junta de Educacién de West Orange por razones presupuestarias.

El transporte de cortesia / peligroso no es un requisito bajo NJAC 6A y el distrito no recibe fondos del estado de
NJ para este transporte. El estatuto dice lo siguiente:

6A: 27-1.4 Estudiantes que seran transportados

(a) Se proporcionara transporte a los estudiantes de escuelas publicas que residen lejos de su escuela de
asistencia asignada, estudiantes de escuelas no publicas que residen lejos de su escuela de asistencia y
cumplen con los criterios de elegibilidad de NJAC 6A: 27-2.2, y educacion especial. estudiantes que
residen lejos de su escuela asignada o que requieren servicios de transporte de acuerdo con su IEP.

1. Las palabras “alejado de la escuela de asistencia” significardn mas de 2.5 millas para los
estudiantes de secundaria en los grados 9 al 12, y mas de 2 millas para los estudiantes de la
escuela primaria en los grados de preescolar a 8.

2. Con el fin de determinar la elegibilidad para el transporte del estudiante, la medicion se realizara
por la ruta mas corta a lo largo de las vias publicas o las aceras publicas.

Las Escuelas Publicas de West Orange han estado ofreciendo un servicio mas alla de los requisitos estatales.
Los fondos del estado de Nueva Jersey no se han aplicado ni pueden aplicarse a este costo de transporte. El
transporte para estudiantes de educacion general consume aproximadamente el 4% del presupuesto de las
Escuelas Publicas de West Orange. Para asegurar que nuestros estudiantes continGen recibiendo servicios
educativos ininterrumpidos, se tomo la decision de equilibrar nuestro presupuesto eliminando los servicios de
transporte de cortesia / peligrosos para los estudiantes en los grados 6-12 dentro del distrito. Debido a la
redaccion del estatuto, no existe un proceso de apelacion.

Gracias.

Atentamente,

Elena McFarland
Directora de transporte
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