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Goals	for	Tonight	

•  Overview	of	our	K-5	Program	

•  Overview	of	our	6-8	Program	

•  Overview	of	our	9-12	Program	

•  Overview	of	Required	Mandates		

•  Social	Studies	Community	Relationships	
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Goals	for	Tonight	(continued)	

•  Overview	of	the	Curriculum	Writing	Process	

•  Insight	to	the	upcoming	Social	Studies	

Standards	

•  The	Future	of	Social	Studies	in	West	Orange	

Public	Schools	
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Social	Studies	K-5:		Courses	of	Study	

Kindergarten:	You	and	Your	Family 

First	Grade:	The	Family	and	the	Neighborhood 

Second	Grade:	The	Neighborhood	and	Community 

Third	Grade:	Communities 

Fourth	Grade:	The	State	Community 

Fifth	Grade:	Early	American	History	(Native	Americans-
American	Revolution) 
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●  My	World	Social	Studies	
●  Completing	year	seven	
of	a	seven	year	
subscription	plan	

Interactive	Student	Texts		
Interactive	Digital	
Presentations	

Online	Student	Text,	
Resources,	and	Leveled	
Readers	(English	and	
Spanish)		
	

Social	Studies	K-5	
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Social	Studies	K-5:	Evaluation	Committee	

Goal:	To	evaluate	Social	Studies	K-5	instructional	
resources	and	prepare	recommendations	for	

2020-2021. 
	

Committee	Members:	2	to	3	teachers	from	each	
elementary	school	and	3	administrators 
	

Social	Studies	Instructional	Resources:	TCI,	Social	
Studies	Weekly,	Nystrom	and	Pearson 7	



Social	Studies	K-5:	Evaluation	Committee,	cont.	

•  Presentations:	11/21	and	12/12 

•  Two	finalists	will	be	chosen	and	piloted	after	
the	Holiday	break 

•  The	committee	will	reconvene	in	the	early	
spring	and	make	a	recommendation	to	the	
Superintendent 

•  Anticipated	Board	Presentation:	Late	April/Early	
May 
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Social	Studies	K-5:		Strengths	

•  All	schools	utilizing	the	same	curriculum 

•  Combined	textbook	and	workbook 

•  Guided	reading	books	and	leveled	readers 

•  My	World	compliments	balanced	literacy 

•  Emphasis	on	student	vocabulary 
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Social	Studies	K-5:		Areas	for	Growth	

•  Integration	of	English	Language	Arts	and	Social	
Studies	to	better	develop	reading	and	writing	
skills	in	the	21st	Century 

•  Infusion	of	technology	into	Social	Studies	
lessons 

•  Articulation	of	social	studies	teachers	K-5	in	
regards	to	content,	writing	and	social	studies	
skills	 10	



Social	Studies	6-8	

Grade	6:		The	New	Nation	Through	Reconstruction 
	
Grade	7:		Civics	 
	
Grade	8:		Ancient	Civilizations	to	the	Renaissance 
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Social	Studies	6-8	(Texts	&	Online	Resources)	
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Social	Studies	6-8:		Strengths	

•  Infusion of technology has increased engagement and 
enhanced learning 

•  Common planning and collaboration among teachers 

•  Greater use of document-based evidence to enhance 
historical thinking skills 

•  Document Based Questions are introduced in 6th grade, 
reinforced in 7th grade, and mastered in 8th grade 

•  Aligned writing rubrics with ELA 

•  Emphasis on critical thinking and analysis 

•  Greater communication between the three schools 
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Social	Studies	6-8:		Areas	for	Growth	

•  Greater	emphasis	on	activities	and	assessments	
that	incorporate	the	21st	century	skills	of	Creativity,	
Collaboration,	Critical	thinking,	and	Communication	
(C3	Framework-College,	Career	and	Civic	Life)	

•  Increase	activities	aligned	with	standards	that	allow	
students	to	pursue	content	that	is	meaningful	to	
their	real-world	experiences	
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Social	Studies	9-12	

9th Grade 10th Grade 11th Grade 

Modern  
World  
History 

Honors 
Modern 
World  
History 

United 
States 

History I 

Honors 
United 
States 

History I 

United 
States 

History II 

Honors 
United 
States 

History II 

AP  
United 
States 
History 

NJ requires 2 years of United States 
History and 1 year of World History in HS 
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Social	Studies	9-12:		Strengths	

•  Course	offerings	(AP	&	Electives)	
•  Small	Learning	Communities	

–  Institute	of	Humanities	(Grades	9-10)		
–  Institute	for	Citizen	Empowerment	(Grades	10-12)	

•  Infusion	of	technology	to	increase	engagement	and	
enhance	student	learning	

•  Reading	like	a	historian	
•  Investigation	and	Inquiry	
•  Analyzing	historical	evidence	(Primary	/Secondary	Sources)	
•  Development	and	reinforcement	of	analytical	writing	skills	
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Social	Studies	9-12:		Areas	for	Growth	

•  Need for more common planning time for 
greater collaboration among teachers 

 

•  More real world project based assessments 
 

•  Consistent practices in Limited English 
Proficient Social Studies classes (teachers 
are currently receiving training from ESL 
Supervisor as well as outsourced providers) 
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Social	Studies	Advanced	Placement	

•  AP United States History (Grade 11) 

•  AP Psychology (Grade 11 and 12) 

•  AP Government (Grade 12) 

•  AP World History (Grade 12) 18	



AP	Government	Results	

West Orange:  3.63/5 

New Jersey:   3.16/5 

Global:     2.73/5 
 

% of students scoring a 3 or higher at WO: 
83.3% 
 

% of students scoring a 3 or higher in NJ: 
67.8% 19	



AP	US	History	Results	

West Orange:  3.78/5 

New Jersey:   3.12/5 

Global:     2.7/5 
 

% of students scoring a 3 or higher at WO: 
87% 
 

% of students scoring a 3 or higher in NJ: 66% 
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AP	Psychology	

West Orange:  4.21/5 

New Jersey:   3.23/5 

Global:     3.09/5 
 

% of students scoring a 3 or higher at WO: 
96.1% 
 

% of students scoring a 3 or higher in NJ: 
68.6% 21	



AP	World	History	

West Orange:  3.55/5 

New Jersey:   3.10/5 

Global:     2.75/5 
 

% of students scoring a 3 or higher at WO: 
90.9% 
 

% of students scoring a 3 or higher in NJ: 
66.1% 22	



High	School	Electives	

•  Law:	Rights	and	Responsibilities	
•  Europe	in	the	Modern	Age	
•  The	Individual	in	Society	
•  History	of	Race,	Class,	Gender	and	Ethnicity	
•  Cultural	Anthropology	
•  Money,	Markets	and	the	Economy	
•  Modern	America	Through	the	Media	
•  Power	and	Politics	in	America	
•  Shaping	Western	Thought	
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Amistad	Mandate	
•  All	social	studies	teachers	in	grades	6-12	have	an	Amistad	account	which	the	teachers	

use	to	access	the	Amistad	website.	
•  Teachers	in	grades	K-5	have	access	to	Amistad	accounts	and	the	website.		
•  Four	key	strands	are	incorporated	in	the	curriculum	for	grades	K-3	(History,	Culture,	

Perspectives/Civics,	Government,	Human	Rights/Geography,	People	and	the	
Environment/Economics,	Innovation	and	Technology).	

•  Teachers	have	attended	Amistad	training	at	Kean	University.	
•  Teachers	have	attended	The	Amistad’s	Summer	Institute.	
•  Within	each	grade	level	curriculum,	lessons	from	the	Amistad	are	embedded	and	a	list	

of	support	books	from	Amistad	are	provided.	
•  Alignment	with	Amistad	is	observed	through	lesson	plans,	teacher	observations,	walk-

throughs,	class	activities,	PBAs	and	out	of	district	training.	
•  We	are	awaiting	guidance	from	NJDOE	regarding	the	Amistad	Journey	initiative.	
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Amistad	Curriculum	Integration	
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Amistad	Commission:		Online	Resources	
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Amistad	Commission:		Online	Resources	
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Amistad	Commission:		Online	Resources	
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Holocaust	/	Genocide	Education	K-5	

•  In grades K-5 the topics of good citizenship, anti-
bullying, acceptance of others, kindness, belonging, 
liberty, justice, equality, diversity as well as gender, 
racial and religious discrimination people have 
experienced are taught. 

 

•  Works such as Refugee, The Boy Who Fought 
Hitler, Bullies Never Win are used within the 
classroom. 
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Holocaust	/	Genocide	Education	6-12	

•  Cross-curricular lessons between ELA and Social Studies. 
•  Holocaust and Genocide presentations occur which include 

guest speakers. 
•  7th grade teachers spend over a week studying the Holocaust. 
•  8th grade teachers teach about genocide through World History. 
•  The Holocaust as well as the Armenian, Cambodian, Rwandan 

and the genocide in Darfur are studied in grades 9, 11 and 12. 
•  In 10th grade, US History examines the relationship between the 

colonists/Americans and the Native Americans. 
•  West Orange Public School’s Compliance with H/G Mandate. 
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C.18A:35-4.35 History of disabled and LGBT persons 
included in middle and high school curriculum. 

Chapter	35	of	Title	18A	of	the	New	Jersey	Statutes.	
BE	IT	ENACTED	by	the	Senate	and	General	Assembly	of	the	State	of	
New	Jersey:	
	

1.	A	board	of	education	shall	include	instruction	on	the	political,	
economic,	and	social	contributions	of	persons	with	disabilities	and	
lesbian,	gay,	bisexual,	and	transgender	people,	in	an	appropriate	
place	in	the	curriculum	of	middle	school	and	high	school	students	as	
part	of	the	district’s	implementation	of	the	New	Jersey	Student	
Learning	Standards.	
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C.18A:35-4.35 History of disabled and LGBT persons 
included in middle and high school curriculum. 
On	January	31,	2019,	the	New	Jersey	state	government	passed	accompanying	bills	S1569	and	
A1335	which	were	signed	into	law	by	Governor	Murphy	requiring	school	districts	in	New	Jersey	
to	include	instruction	and	adopt	materials	that	accurately	portray	political,	economic,	and	
social	contributions	of	persons	with	disabilities	and	LGBT	people	in	an	appropriate	place	in	the	
curriculum	for	middle	and	high	school	students.	
	

The	law	specifies	that	the:	
>  Content	be	included	as	part	of	each	district’s	implementation	of	the	New	Jersey	Student	

Learning	Standards	in	Social	Studies	beginning	in	the	fall	of	2020	
>  State	Department	of	Education	has	agreed	to	set	guidelines	for	the	new	curriculum	
>  Implementation	will	be	up	to	each	school	district	

	
NJDOE	has	not	released	guidelines	or	endorsed	specific	organizations	and/or	

accompanying	curricular	frameworks.	
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September 2020 – June 2021 
•  Develop	formal	goals,	objectives,	expectations	for	all	State	mandates	
•  Revise	Social	Studies	standards	as	instructed	
•  Develop	age	appropriate	middle/high	school	curricular	lessons	for	integration	into	Social	

Studies	that:	
–  address	bullying,	to	include	people	with	disabilities	and	LGBT	people	
–  accurately	portray	the	contributions	and	accomplishments	of	people	with	disabilities	

and	LGBT	people	in	each	of	the	specified	structures	
•  Review	middle	and	high	school	curriculum	and	resources,	specifically	to	examine	and	ensure	

that	people	with	disabilities	and	LGBT	people	are:	
–  Accurately	portrayed	in	the	political,	economic,	and	social	contributions	
–  Not	represented	in	a	biased	or	discriminatory	way	
–  Represented	to	include	contributions	and	accomplishments	in	each	of	the	specified	

structures	
•  Provide	Ongoing	Professional	Learning	Opportunities	for	Staff	and	Students	 33	



Social Studies Community Relationships 

•  Holocaust	Survivors	present	to	our	students 

•  Veterans	speak	within	our	classes 

•  West	Orange	Historical	Society:	Lectures	on	General	McClellan	and	
NJ’s	role	in	the	Civil	War 

•  World	History	students	work	with	seniors	at	Daughters	of	Israel 
•  Currently	enhancing	our	relationship	with	Luna	Stage 

•  I.H.	students	learn	how	to	use	the	archives	at	Morristown	National	
Historical	Park	(Morristown,	NJ) 

•  Currently	enhancing	our	relationship	with	the	Thomas	Edison	
National	Historical	Park	 
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Moving Forward with Social Studies 

•  Revise	curricula	based	on	the	new	standards	
•  Budget	for	Amistad	in-district	professional	

development	at	West	Orange	Public	Schools	
•  Exploring:	Holocaust/Genocide	Class		
•  Exploring:	A.P.	Macroeconomics		
•  Exploring:	African	American	History	Course	
•  Exploring:	Latin/Spanish	American	History	

Course	
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NJSLS Standards &  Social Studies Curriculum	
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NJ	Social	Studies	Standards	Update	
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mfigueiredo@westorangeschools.org	

THANK YOU! 
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